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Mission Statment:

Coco’s Heart Dog Rescue is a primarily volunteer-driven organization 
that welcomes dogs to rescue from unfortunate situations and houses 

them in volunteer foster homes while preparing them for adoption placement. 
We focus on evaluating each dog’s needs, provide high quality veterinary care, 
and work towards finding them a life long match with an adoption placement. 

We strive to educate our community on the importance of rescue, 
our specific rescue efforts, responsible pet ownership, and the difference 

each person can make on the lives of dogs in need.

Momma Lauren

Lauren’s Puppy, Loki - Born in Rescue



Message from our Director:

Coco’s Heart started as a dream, and to 
see the impact we have been 
able to make TOGETHER is far more then 
anything I thought was possible. 

I am proud of Coco’s Heart, I am proud of 
our staff, I am proud of our volunteers, 
and I am proud of our supporters. We 
have all worked together to make this 
possible. The thousands of lives we have 
been able to serve is incredible.



The story of Coco:
Coco was a beloved buddy to Ashley. 

She worked hard to earn a dog and picked him 
out when she was 8 years old. He tragically 
passed away when he was 5 years old. He was an 
incredibly special, wild, and loving boy and it is 
in his memory that our rescue efforts live on! 

There is nothing quite like the friendship a dog 
can give you, and the lasting impact they can 
have on our lives.

This year we published our very own Children’s Book!
It follows the journey of a young Ashley Kurtz, 
who followed her passion while educating young 

minds on the impact of being kind and helping animals. 

The Love That Coco KnewThe Love That Coco Knew



Highlights of 2022:

Welcomed: Welcomed: 

Adopted: Adopted: 

Fostes & Volunteers:Fostes & Volunteers:
*Stastics estimated through October 1st of 2022

1,315

1,560

815



Coco’s Heart Veterinary Center:
In 2022, Coco”s Heart debuted the Coco’s Heart Veterinary Center, a full service in-house-
clinic that is truly monumental for our rescue efforts. In 2021 Coco’s Heart spent over 
one million dollars on veterinary expenses, over $100,000 on examinations alone at partner
clinics. Our wonderful team has been able to provide quality care to so many of our animals 
since opening our doors and we are so excited for the future. 

Meet our Veterinary Staff:Meet our Veterinary Staff:

•	 Dr. Lisa Roberts, Lead Veteriarian 
•	 Dr. Brian Keller, Part-Time Veteriarian 
•	 Nikki Shiers CVT
•	 Casee Hallen CVT
•	 Esme Gitis Miles CVT 
•	 Shannon Russell VT
•	 Kayla Kessels VT 



Our Financials: 

Expenses:Expenses:
*Stastics estimated through October 1st of 2022

$1,800,000

50% Dog Care 
	 (Vet Care, Vet Equipment, Boarding, Training, etc...)

22% Payroll
	 (All rescue & veterinary staff) 

11% Supplies & Materials 

17% Other 



*Stastics estimated through October 1st of 2022

Revenue:Revenue: $1,800,000
*Stastics estimated through October 1st  of 2022

50% Dog Care 
	 (Vet Care, Vet Equipment, Boarding, Training, etc...)

22% Payroll
	 (All rescue & veterinary staff) 

11% Supplies & Materials 

17% Other 

61% Adoption Fees

31% Donations

3% Processing fees

5% Other (Merchandise etc...) 



Board of Directors:

Kara Galvin, Ashley Kurtz & Jami Hegrenes



Rescue Staff:

Ashley Kurtz 
	 Director & Founder 

JoHanna Okrasinski
	 Daily Operations Manager, Adoptions Coordinator & Webmaster 

Erica Mahmood-Nelson
	 Admin Coordinator, Branding, Merchandise & Photography 

Michelle McNamara 
	 Foster Coordinator, Whelping Coordinator & Intake Coordinator 

Ashley Larson
	 Office Manager & Dog Care Coordinator  





Contact us:

449 County Road VV
Somerset, WI 54025

www.cocosheartdogrescue.org 


